


Nrg = =R
R Pl 2O,
-l Ny -
' I
CAMERITNEE  OTNIY
N ADMELR
Eea Tk -

- NEW RORE . i B Y
HOWMERAT CALSONCLA, WAMAK . NOAS
RORTE T M RN m
O TRER MALSOGN. A










U il ; -‘-fl
{iﬂiﬁmm

‘—_"L";:g?i

L.u I 'h-c






































































10 RUTH IIL 2—9

maidens thou wast? Behold, he winnoweth barley to-night
3in the threshing-floor. Wash thyself therefore, and anoint
‘thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down
to the threshing-floor: but make not thyself known unto
the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking.
4 And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark
the place where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and
uncover his feet, and lay thee down ; and he will tell thee
5 what thou shalt do. And she said unto her, All that thou
6 'sayest I will do. And she went down unto the threshing-
floor, and did according to all that her mother in law bade
7 her. And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart
was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of
corn: and she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and
.8 laid her down. And it came to pass at midnight, that the
man was ‘afraid, and turned himself : and, behold, a woman
g lay at his feet. And he said, Who art thou? And she
answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid : spread therefore thy

1 Another reading is, sayest unto me. 3 Or, startled

resting place’ for Ruth. He might be willing to do the kinsman’s
part; at any rate, she made up her mind to act courageously and in a
spirit of faith. «In her plan for a next of kin marriage Naomi’s only
concern is for Ruth’s future; the perpetuation of the name of her dead

childless son is left for Boaz to mention (iv. &, 10).

to-night] when the wind blows (Targ.), and the weather is cool. Ia
Palestine a wind rises from the sea at about four o’clock in the afternoon,
and lasts till half an hour before sunset. For the threshing:-floor an
exposed, open spot was chosen on the side or summit of a hill; here it
must have lain outside the village, and to reach it Ruth had togvdown
the hills on which Beth-lehem stands.

3. Wash thyself...and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon thee] as
a bride prepares herself for marriage; see Ezek. xvi. g ff.

4. And it shall be] More accurately, and let it be...that thow mark;
cf. 1 Sam. x. §, 2 Sam. v. 24 in Hebr.

his feet] lit. the place gy his feet, where they were covered against the
cold of night. Outside this chapter the word occurs only in Dan. x. 6;
cf. 1 Sam. xix. 13 etc., lit. zke place of his head.

7. at the end of the heap of corn] To this day peasants are ac-
customed to sleep on the threshing-floor in the open air.

8. and twrned himself] A reflexive form of the verb, which means
‘to grasp with a twisting motion’; the verb occurs again only in
Jud. xvi. 29 (‘took hold of’), Job vi. 18 (‘are turned aside’ mg.)









































