
THE FIRST EPISTLE OF JOHN. 
THE STRUCTURE OF THE EPISTLE AS A WHOLE. 

(Introvm·sion and Alternation.) 

A 11. 1-2. 11. CHRIST. 

:B 
I 

c I 2. 18-29, ANTICHRIST. 

D I 3. 1-24. LOVE. 

B 
I 

c I 4. 1-6. ANTICHRIST. 

D I 4. 7-21. LOVE. 

A I 5. 1-21. CHRIST. 

NOTES. 

1. WRITTEN BY the apostle John, as is proved no less by its characte r than by e xternal te stimony. The 
similarity in tone and language to the Fourth Gospe l shows both to be the work of that disciple whom Jesus 
loved (John 21. 7). 

2. WRITTEN, as generally understood, to the "circle of AsiH.tic churches". But it is sugge sted that· this 
First Epistle of John may be reckone d among the Diaspora and earlier epistle s, for the following reasons:-

(a) The oocurre nce of the word parousia (2. 28). 8'3e Matt. 24 . 3; 1 Thess. 2. 191 &c. 

(b) The significance of the possessive pronoun hemeteros (1. 3; 2. 2: see Notes), and 

(c) Paul's state mtJnt that John was one of the "pillars", i. e .  te ache rs of the Law, and the refore a minister 
of the circumcision (see Gal. 2. 9). 

The position that the e pistle occupies canonically among the Diaspom writings stre ngthens the argument 
that it also is to be reckoned among them. 

3, ToE CONTENTS are practical teaching in the light of the love of God. God is Life, is Light, is Truth, is 
Righte ous, is Love, and we have- fellowship with Him through the Lord Je sus Christ by the Holy Spirit. "We 
know that He abideth in us by the spirit which He hath given us" (3, U). The apostle se ts in vivid contrast 
the death, darkness, ft\lsehood, hate, which are the characteristics of the de vil who "sinneth from the begin­
ning" (3, s), and of those who are le d by the spirit of e rror ( 4. 6), with the work of the Holy Spirit in be lie vers. 
But the dominant conce ption running throughout the e pistle is thH.t of the love which constraineth, as it 
constrained Paul (2 Cor. 5. H). 

4.. WRITTEN FROM Ephesus according to tradition, but no de finite statement can be made as to either place 
or ti�e of writing. The character of the contents indicates a much earlier date than is usually supposed (se e 
Ap. 180). 

1870 

The Companion Bible E. W. Bullingerhttp://worldeventsandthebible.com



.------------------ ----- ----------- ------ ---- ------------. 

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF 

JOHN. 
1 THAT which was o from the beginning, 

which we have heard, which we have 
o seen with our eyes, which we o have o looked 
upon, and our hands o have o handled, o of the 
oW ord of o life ; 

2 °(For the 1life was 0manifested, and we have 
1 seen it, and o bear witness, and o shew o unto 
you that o eternal1life, which was o with the 
o Father, and was o manifested o unto us;) 

3 That which we have 1 seen and heard o de­
clare we 2 unto you, o that l)e also may have 
o fellowship o with us: and truly our "fellow­
ship is 0With the 2 Father, and 0With His "Son 
o Jesus Christ. 

4 And these things write we 2 unto you, s that 
your joy may be o full. 

5 ° This then is the omessage which we have 
heard o of Him, and o declare 2 unto you, that 
o God is o light, and o in Him is o no darkness 
at all. 

1. 1-2. 17 (A, p. 1870). CONCERNING CHRIST. 
(Repeated Altemation.) 

A a1 I 1. I -5. Cause of w riting. 
b1 1 1. 6-Io. Test of fellowship. 

a2 I 2. 11 2. Cause of writing . 
b2 I 2. 3-6. Test of knowing God. 

:1.3 I 2. 71 a. Cause of writing. 
b" I 2. 9-11. Test of being in the Light. 

a.4 I 2. 12-H. Cause of writing. 
b4 1 2. 15-17. Test of loving God. 

1. 1 from the beginning. Gr. ap' (Ap. 104.. iv) 
arches. See John 8. u. Ooc. nine times in this epil!ltle. 

seeu. Ap. 133. I, 8. have. Omit. 
looked upon. .Ap. 133. I. 12. 
handled. Gr. pse.laphao. See Acts 17. 27. 
of. Ap. 104. xiii. 1. 
Word. Ap. 121. 10. Fig. Anabasis. .Ap. 6. 
life. Ap. 170. 1. Cp. John 1. '· 
2 For=And. 
manifested. .Ap. 106. I. v. 

b1 6 o If we say that we have 3 fellowship s with 
Him, and walk �in darkness, we lie, and do 

bear witness . See J olm 1. 7, and p. 1511. 

shew= report. Gr. apangelli5. See Acts 4. 33. 
unto=to. 
eternal. Ap. 151. II. B. i. "Eternal life" occ. in 

b� 

o not the c truth : 
7 But 6 if we walk 5 in the 5Jight, o as �e is 5 in 

the 5light, we have s fellowship 00ne s with 
another, and the blood of o jesus Christ His 
s Son cleanseth us 1 from all o sin. 

8 6If we say that we have 0nO 7sin, we de­
ceive ourselves, and the 6 truth is 6 not 5 in us. 

9 6 If we confess our 7 sins, He is o faithful and 
o just o to o forgive us our 7 sins, and to cleanse 
us I from all o unrighteousness. 

10 6lf we say that we bave 6 not 0Sinned, we 
make Him a o liar, and His �word is 6 not 
6fn us. 

2 My o little children, these things write 
I o unto you, o that ye � sin o not. And 

o if o any man o sin, we have an o advocate 
0 with the °Father, 0Jesus Christ the 0 righteous: 

2 And �e is the o propitiation o for our o sins: 
and o not o for o ours only, but o also o for the 
sins of the whole o world. 

3 And 0hereby we do 0know that we 0 know 
Him, 1 if we keep His commandments. 

4 He that saith " I 8 know Him," and keepeth 
t not His commandments, is a liar, and the 
o truth is 2 not o in �im. 

5 But whoso keepeth His 0Word, 4 in f>im 
verily is the 0love Of 0GOd 0perfected: 8hereby 
s know we that we are 4 in Him. 

this epistle six times. 
with. Ap. 104. xv. 3. Father. .Ap. g8, III. 
3 declare. Same as 11 shew", v. 2. 
that= in order that. Gr. hina. 
fellowship. See 1 Cor. 1. 9, 
with. Ap. 104. xi. 1. Bon. Ap. 108. iii 
Jesus Christ. Ap. 98. XI. 
4 full - fulfilled or filled full. Ap. 125. 7. Cp. John 

15. 11 j 16. 24. j 17. 1:1, 
5 This then= And this. 
message. Gr. angelia. Only here and 3. 11. 
of= f1·om. Ap. 104. iv, MS v. 1. 
declare. Gr. anangelli5. See Acts 20. 27. 
God. Ap. 98. I. i. 1. light. Ap. 130. 1. 
in. .Ap. 104. viii. 
no . . .  at all. Gr. ou oudeis. A double negative. 

This is the Fig. Pleonasm (Ap. 6), as in v. 8. 
6 I f. Ap. 118. 1. b. not. Ap. 1 05. I. 
truth. See p. 1511 and Ap. 175. 1. 
7 as .\:)e. This refers to the Fathe r. Cp. 2. 6. 
one with another= with one anothe r. Not with 

fellow-believers, but with the Father and the Son. 
Jesus Christ. 'fLe texts read 11 Jesus". 
sin. Ap. 128 . I. ii. 1. Here is the Fig. Metalepsia. Ap. 6. 
8 no= not (v. u). 
9 faithful. Ap. 150. III. 
j ust. Ap. 191. 1. 
to. Gr. hina, as in v. 3, Lit . in order that He might 

forgive. 
forgive. Ap. 174. 12. 
unrighteousness. Ap. 1 28. VII. 1. 
10 sinned. Ap. 128. I. i. 
lia.r. See 5. 10. John 8. H. word. Ap. 121. 10. 

2. 1 little children. Ap. 108. ii. Seven times in this epistle. Elsewhere only in John 13. 33. Ga l. 4. 1s. 
In vv. 1:1, 18 a different word is used. unto= to. that ye . . .  sin. Note carefully the telic force of 
the Gr. hina here;-" to the end that ye may not (commit) sin (habitually)." . that. Gr. !tina. sin 
not= may not sin. sin. Ap. 128. I. i. not. Ap. 105. II. if ... sin=should any man sin, i. e. 
commit an act of sin if. Ap. 118. 1. b. any man. A p. 123. 3. advocate. Gr. parakUtos. See 
John U. 16. Cp. Rom. 8. 3i. with. Ap. 104. xv. 3. Father. Ap. 98. III. Jesus Christ. .Ap. 
98. XI. righteous. Ap. 191. 1. 2 propitiat-ion. Gr. hilasmos. Only here and 4. 10. Several times 
in the Sept. Lev. 25. u. Num. 5. 8, &c. Cp. Rom. 3. 26. for. .Ap. 104. xiii. 1. sins. Ap. 128. I. ii. 1. 
not. Ap. 105. I. ours. Gr. hemeteros. Emphatic. also. Th is should follow "world". world. 
Ap. 129. 1. Cp. John 3. tr.. Rom. 5. 181 10. 2 Cor. 5. 16. 3 hereby= in (Ap. 104. viii) this. know • 
.Ap. 132. I. i i. The s�cond "know" is in perf. tense, as in v. ' also. 4 truth. See 1. e. in. Ap. 10,. 
viii. 5 word. Ap. 121. 10. love. Ap.135. II. 1. God. Ap. 98. I. i. 1. perfected. Ap. 125. 2. 
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2. 6. I. JOHN. 2. 23. 

6 He that saith he o abideth 'in Him ought 
himself also so to walk, o even as Jje walked. 

a• 7 Brethren, I write o no o new commapdment 
1 unto you, but an old commandment which ye 
had o from the beginning. The old command­
ment is the 6word which ye 0have heard 0from 
the beginning. 

8 Again, a 7 new commandment I write 1 unto 
you, which thing is 0true 4in Him and 'in you: 
because the darkness o is past, and the 0 true 
o light o now o shineth. 

b3 9 He that saith he is 4 in the Slight, and 
hateth his brother, is 4in darkness 0even until 
0nOW. 

10 He that o loveth his brother 6 abideth 4 in 
the slight, and there is 7 none o occasion of 
stumbling 4 in him. . 

11 But he that hateth his brother is 4 in dark­
ness, and walketh 4 in darkness, and o knoweth 
2 not whither he o goeth, because that darkness 
o hath o blinded his eyes. 

a' 12 I write 1 unto you, 1little children, because 
your 2 sins o are forgiven you o for His name's 
sake. 

13 I write 1unto you, fathers, because ye have 
3 known Him That is 7 from the beginning. I 
write 1 unto you, o young men, because ye have 
o overcome the o wicked one. I o write 1 unto 
you, o little children, because ye have 3 known 
the 1 Father. 

14 I 0have written 1unto you, fathers, because 
ye have 3 known Him That is 7 from the begin­
ning. I 0h<!-Ve written 1unto you, 13young men, 
because ye are strong, and the 6word of 6 God 
6 abideth 4 in you, and ye have 13 overcome the 
1s wicked one. 

b' 15 10 Love 1 not the 2 world, o neither the 
things that are 4 in the 2 world. 1 If 1 any man 
10 love the 2 world, the b love of the 1 Father is 
2 not 'in him. 

16 For all that is 4 in the 2 world, the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
o pride of o life, is 2 not o of the 1 Father, but is 
o of the 2 world. 

17 And the 2world 8passeth away, and the 
lust thereof: but he that doeth the o will of 
6God sabideth ofor ever. 

.. 

B C A 1 c 18 1s Little children, it is the o last time : and 
as ye 0have heard that oantichrist 0Shall 
come, even now o are there many o antichrists; 
o whereby we 3 know that it is the o last time. 

d 19 They went out o from us, but they were 
2 not 16 of us; foro if they bad been 1& of us, they 
would no doubt have o continued o with us: 
but they went out, 1 that they might be o made 
manifest that they were 2 not all 16 of us. 

e 20 o But J!e have an o unction 7 from the Holy 
One, and ye u know all things. 

d 21 I 14 have 2 not written 1 unto you because 
ye n know 2 not the 4 truth, but because ye 
n know it, and that 7 no lie is 16 of the 'truth. 

c 22 Who is o a liar o but he that o denieth that 
o jesus 0is the o Christ? ,Pe is ts antichrist, that 
o denieth the 1 Father and the o Son. 

23 Whosoever �2 denieth the 22 Son, o the same 
hath 0nOt the 1 Father: [but] 0 he that 0 acknOll'­
le�eth the 22 Son hath the 1 Father also. 

e abideth. See p. 1511. 
even as. Gr. katMB. The expression "as �e ", 

referring to the Son, occ. six times in this epistle. See 
3. 2, a, 1, 2:1; 4. 17, and cp. 1. 7. 

7 no= not, as v. 2. 
new. Gr. kainos. See Matt. 9. 11. 
from the beginning. Gr. ap' (Ap. 104. iv) archll. 

See 1. 1. 
have. Omit .. 
from, &c. 'l'he texts omit. 
8 true. Ap. 175. 1. 
is past= passes away. Gr.jJarago, as v. 17. 
true. Ap. 175. 2. 
light. Ap. 130. l. 
now=already. Gr. M�. 
shineth . Ap. 106. I. i 
9 even until. Gr. heos. 
now. Gr. arti. 
10 loveth. Ap . 135. I. 1. 
occasion, &c. Gr. skandalon. See Rom. 9. 33, 
11 knoweth. Ap. 132. I. i. 
goeth. Cp. John 12. 36, 
hath. Omit. 
blinded. Gr. tuphloli. See 2 Cor: 4.. i, 
12 are forgiven. Ap. 174. 12. 
for, &c. =on account of (Ap. 104. v. 2) His name. 
13 young men. Ap. 108. x. 
overcome. See John 16. 33, 
wicked. Ap. 128. III. 1. 
write. The texts read " wrote ". 
little children. Here and in v. 1s the word paidi<m 

(Ap. 108. v) is used. 
14r have written=wrote. 
15 neither. Gr. mecle. 
18 pride. Gr. alazoneia, Only here and Jas. 4. lG 

(boastings). 
life. Ap. 170. 2. 
of. Ap. 104. vii. 
17 will. Ap. 102. 2. 
for ever. Ap. 151. II. A. ii. 4. a. 

2. 18-29 (C, p. 1870). ANTICHRIST. (Divillion.) 
C J A1 1 1 8-23. Antichrist. Definition. 

A� U-2 9 • .Antichris t. Protection against. 

2. 18-23 (At, above). ANTICHRIST. DEFINITION. 
(Introversion.) 

Al c 11s. Antichrist. 
d 119. Rejection of the truth. 

e I 20. Unction. 
d I 21. Rejection of the lie. 

c I 22, 2 3. Antichrist. 
18 last time= last hour. Cp. Acts 2. 17. 
have. Omit. 
antichrist. Cp. John 5. 43. 2 Thess. 2. 3-9. 
shall come= cometh. are there= have arisen. 
whereby =whence. 
19 from. Ap. 104. vii. 
if. Ap. 118. 2. a. 
continued. Same as "abide", v. s. 
with. Gr. meta. Ap. 104. xi. 1. 
made manifest. Ap. 106. I. v. 
20 But=And. 
unction. Gr. ch?·isma. Only here and tl. 27, For 

the verb ch1'ili see 2 Cor. 1. 21. 
22 &=the. Cp. John 8. u. 2 Thess. 2. 11 (the lie). 
but= except. Gr. ei mii. 
denieth. Gr. arneomai. Always "deny" save Acts 

7. 36 ; He b. 11. u (both " refused "). 
Jesus. Ap. 98. X. 
is=is not (Ap. 105. 1). A negative sometimes follows 

such verbs as a1-neomai. Cp. the French usage. 
Christ. Ap. 98. IX. 
Bon. Ap. 108. iii. 
23 the same=he. not. Gr. oude. 
he that, &c. This clause is �dded by all the texts. 
acknowledgeth=confesseth, 1\8 Matt. 10. s2, &c. 
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2; 24. I. JOHN. 3. 5. 

24 Let that therefore 8 abide • in you, which 
11e 18 have heard 7 from the beginning. 1 If that 
which ye 18 have heard 7 from the beginning 
shall 0 remain 4 in you, 11e also shal119 continue 
• in the 22 Son, and 4 in the 1 Father. 

25 And this is the 0promise that {le 0hath 
promised us, even o eternal o life. 

26 These thin�s 14 have I written t unto you 
o concerning them that o seduce you. 

27 2° But the o anointing which 11e ts have re­
ceived o of Him 6 abideth 4 in you, and ye need 
'not 1 that 1 any man teach you: 

2. 2-1-29 (A2, p. 1872), ANTICHRIST. PROTEC­
TION AGAINST. (Alternation.) 

A2 fl I H. The word heard: abiding in them. 
g1 I 26. His promise : eternal life. 

f2 I 261 27-. The Rnointing : abiding in them. 
g2 I -27, His teRching: truth. 

f'3 I 28. Confidence through abiding in Him. 
g3 I 29. His righteousness : they born of Him. 

Sol remain. Same as " abide", v. 6. 
25 promise. Gr. epangelia, the only occ. in John's 

writings. · 

hath. Omit. eternal. Ap. 151. II. B. i. 
life. Ap. 170. 1. See 1. 2. 

g2 but as the same o anointing teacheth you o of 
all things, and is o truth, and is o no lie, and 
even as it 18hath taught you, oye shall6abide 
•in °Him. 

::.16 concerning. Ap. 104, xiii. 1. 
seduce= leRd astray, or cause to err. 
::.17 anointing. Same as" unction ", v. 20, 
of. Ap. 104.. iv. 
of = concerning, as v. 26, 
truth=true. Ap. 175. 1. 
no lie =not (Ap. 105. I) a lie. 

fl 

DB 

C D1 E h 

k 

28 And now, tlittle children, 6 abide 'in Him; 
I that, o when He shall 0appear, we may have 
o confidence, 
and 1 not be o ashamed o before Him oat His 
° COming. 

29 t If ye n know that He is o righteous, ye 
3 know that every one that o doeth o righteous­
ness is o born 16 of Him. 

3 °Behold what manner of 0love the °Father 
hath o bestowed upon us, o that we should 

be called the o sons of o God: o therefore the 
o world o knoweth us o not, because it o knew 
Him onot. 

2 o Beloved, now are we o the 1 sons of 1 God, 
and it doth 0not yet 0appear what we shall 
be: o but we o know that, 0 when He shall o ap­
pear, we shall be like Him; for we shall o see 
Him o as He is. 

3 And every man that hath this hope 0 in Him 
0 purifieth himself, o even as He is o pure. 
4 °Whosoever °COmmitteth 0Sin °transgress­

eth also the law: o for o sin is o the transgres­
sion of the law. 

5 And ye 2 know that {le o was manifested o to 
0take away 00ttr •sins; and 0in Him 0lS 0nO 
4sin. 

ye shall. Omit. Him. Or, it. 
:as when. The texts read "if" (Ap. 118. 1. b). 
appear. Same as "made manifest", v. 19. 
confidence. Gr. parrheaia. See Acts 28. s1. 
ashamed. Gr. aischunil. See 2 Cor. 10. 8. 
before =from. AJ>. 104. iv. 
at=in. Ap. 104. viii. 
coming. See Matt. 24. 3. 
::.19 righteous. Ap. 191 . 1. 
doeth=practiseth. Gr. puielJ, as 3. 7, 10. 
righteousness. Ap. 191. 3. 
born= begotten. A Latin MS., the Fleury Palimp­

sest, instead of " ashamed, &c. ", reads " confounded 
by Him. If in His presence ye have known Him that 
is faithful, know thA.t every one that doeth the truth 
hA.th been born of Him." E. S, Buchanan's trausl. 
in The Records Unrolled. 

3. 1-U (D, p. 1870). LOVE. (Altemation.) 

D R 11, 2. The Father's love to us. 
C I 3-16. Effect upon us. 

B I 16-. The Son's love to us. 
(J I -16-H, Effect upon us. 

3. 1 Behold. Ap. 133. I. 3. Plural. 
love. Ap. 135. II. 1. Father. Ap. 98. III. 
bestowed upon= given to. 
that= in order that. Gr. hina. 
sons= children. Ap. 108. i. 
God. Ap. 98. I. i. 1. All the texts add, " and we 

are (so)". 
therefore =on account of (Ap. 104. v. 2) this. 
world. Ap. 129. 1. 
knoweth. Ap. 132. I. ii. 
2 Beloved. Ap. 135. III. 

not. Ap. 105. I. 

the. Omit. not yet. Gr. ouplJ. appear. Ap. 106. I. v. but. The texts omit. know. Ap. 
Hl2. I. i. when. Ap. 118. 1. b. see. Ap. 133. I. 8 (a). as=even as. Cp . :.!. s. 

3. 3-115 (C, above). EFFECT UPON US. (Division.) 

C I D1 , 3-9. Inward purity. 
D2 10-15, Outward manifestation. 

3. 3-9 (D1, above). INWARD PURITY. (lntmverBion and Extended Alle1·nation.) 

D1 E 

I 
h I 3, Purity. 

i I '· Sin's character. Lawless. 
k I 6. Christ manifested. Reason. 

1 I 6. Test of abiding. 
F I 7-. Warning against deceivers. 

E 

I 
hI -7. Righteousness. 

i I 8-. Sin's origin. The devil. 
k I -8. Christ manifested. Reason. 

l I 9, Test of being begotten of God. 
3 in=upon (Ap. 104. ix. 2), i.e. set, or fixed on. purifieth. Gr. hagnizii. See Acts 21. 24. even 
as. See 2. e. pure. Gr. hagmJ8. See 2 Cor. 7. 11. 4 Whosoever= Every one who. committeth 
=doeth, i. e. practiseth. See 2. 29. sin. Ap. 128. I. ii. 1. transgresseth, &c.= doeth lawleSBneBB (Gr. 
anomia. Ap. 128. III. 4) also. for=and. the transgression, &c. Gr. anomia, as above. a was 
manifested. Same as" appear", v. 2. to=in order that (Gr. hina) He might. take away Gr. airlJ. 
Cp. John 1. :19, Col. 2. u. our. The texts omit. in. Ap. 104, viii. is no=there is not (Ap. 106. I� 
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3. 6. I. JOHN. 3. 23. 

1 6 • Whosoever o abideth 5 in Him o sinneth 
1 not : whosoever o sinneth hath 1 not o seen 
Him, o neither 1 known Him. 

F 7 o Little children, let o no man o deceive you: 

E h he that o doeth o righteousness is a righteous, 
seven as �e is o righteous. 

8 He that • committeth 4 sin is o of the devH ; 
for the devil 6 sinneth 0from the beginning. 

k o For this purpose the o Son of 1 God 5 was mani­
fested, 1 that He might o destroy the works of 
the devil. 

D1Gm 

n 

H 

Om 

B 

Co 

9 4 Whosoever is o born 8 of 1 God doth 1 not 
4 commit 4 sin ; for His seed o remaineth 0 in 
him : and he o cannot 6 sin, because he is o born 
8of 1 God. 

10 �In this the o children of 1 God are omanifest, 
and the o children of the devil : 4 whosoever 
7 doeth o not 7 righteousness is 1 not 8 of 1 God, 
o neither he that o loveth o not his brother. 

11 For this is the o message that ye heard 
8 from the beginning, 1 that we should 10 love 
one another. 

12 1 Not as Cain, who was 8 of o that o wicked 
one, and o slew his brother. And o wherefore 
o slew he him? Because his o own works were 
0eVil, and his brother's 7righteous. 

13 Marvel 1o-not, my brethren, 0 if the 1 world 
hate you. 

14 !.IDe 2know that we have 0passed 0from 
death 0UntO 0life, beCaUSe We 10love the brethren. 
He that 10 loveth 10- not o his brother 6 abideth 
Din death. 

16 'Whosoever hateth his brother is a o mur­
derer: and ye 2 know that o no o murderer hath 
o eternal u life 6 abiding 0 in him. 

16 o Hereby o perceive we the I love of God, 
because �e laid down His "life o for us: 
and 11.1e ought to lay down our olives o for the 
brethren. 

17 But 0Whoso hath this 1world's ogood, and 
0seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up 
his 000Wels of COmpassion °fr0m him, how 
o dwelleth the 1love of 1 God 5 in him? 

18 My 7little children, let us 10- not 10 love o in 
0 word, 0neither 0in tongue; but 0in deed and in 
0truth. 

p 19 And 16 hereby we 1 know that we are 8 of 
the 18 truth, and shall o assure our hearts before 
Him. 

0 

20 For o if our heart o condemn us, 1 God is 
greater than our heart, and 1 knoweth o all 
things. 

21 2 Beloved, 20 if our heart 20 condemn us 10-not, 
then have we o confidence a toward 1 God ; 
22 And whatsoever we o ask, we receive o of 

Him, because we o keep His commandments, 
and do those things that are o pleasing in His 
sight. 

23 And this is His commandment, t That we 

8 abideth. Gr. meno. See p. 1511. 
siuneth. Ap. 128. I. i. 
seen. Ap. 13il. I. 8. 
neither. Gr. oude. 
7 Little children. Ap. 108. ii. 
no mau = no one. Gr. medeis. 
deceive. See 2. 26 (seduce). 
doeth. See 2. 29, 

· 

righteousness. Ap. 191. 3. 
righteous. Ap. 191. 1. Cp. 2. 29, 
8 of. Ap. 104.. vii. 
from the beginning. See 1. 1 and John 8. H. 
For, &c. = For (Ap. 104.. vi) this. 
Sou of God. Ap. 98. XV. 
destroy. Gr. luij. Cp. John 2. 19. 
9 born= begotten. 
remaineth. The same as "abideth ", 11. 6, 
cannot= is not (Ap. 105. I) able to. 

3. 10-15 (D2, p. 1873). OUTWARD MANIFESTA­
TION. (lnt1'o11ersion a11d .Alternation.) 

D2 G I m, 11o, 11. Character of the two classes. 
n I 12. The origin of Cain. 

H II3, The world's choice. 
G I m I H. Test of the two states. 

n I I�. Cain's followers. 
10 children. Ap. 108. i. See vv. 1, 2. 
manifest. Ap. 106. L viii. 
not. Ap. 105. II. 
neither = and. 
loveth. Ap. 135. I. 1. 
11 message. Gr. anaelia. Only here and 1. ll. 
llil that=the. 

wicked. Ap. 128. III. 1. See John 8. u. 
slew. Gr. sphazo. Only here and Rev. 6. 61 9, 12; 

6. f, 9 i 1H. 3, s; 18. H. 
wherefore =for the sake (Gr. charin) of wbat. The 

acC'. c.ase of cha1'is (Ap. 18!. I. 1) is used as a. prepo­
sition. 

own. Omit. 
evil. Same as" wicked", above. 
13 if. Ap. 118. 2. a. 
14. passed. Gr. metabaina. Cp. John 6. 2• (same 

word). 
from. Ap. 104. vii. 
unto. Ap. 104. vi. 
life. A p. 170. 1. 
his brother. The texts omit. 
15 murderer. Gr. anth1·.-poktonos, manslayer. Only 

here and John 8. H. 
no= not (11. 1) any. 
eternal. Ap. 151. II. B. i. 
18 Hereby=ln (Ap. 10-!. viii) this. 
perceive we = we know, as in 11. 1. 
life. Ap. 110. III. 1. See John 10. 1 o. 
for. Ap. 10!. xvii. 1. 

3. -16-24. (C, p. 1873). EFFECT UPON US. 
(A lterna ticm.) 

a 0 I -16-18. Love manifested to the brethren. 
p 119-'.!l. Proof of our state before God. 

o I 2?.. Commandment of God. 
p I u, Proof of His abiding in us. 

17 whoso=whoever. 
good= goods, or living. A p. 170. 2. Cp. Luke 16. 

11, :10. 
seeth. Ap. 133. I. 11. 
bowels. Gr. aplanchna. See Philem. 7, 12, 20. 
from. Ap. 104.. iv. 
dwelleth. Same as" abide", 11. 6, 
18 in, in. No prep. Dat. case. 
word. Ap. 121. 10. 
neither. Gr. miide. in. Gr. en, with texts. 

truth. See 1. 6, 19 assure. Ap. 150. I. 2. liiO if. Ap. 118. 1. b. condemn. Gr. katagiMiklJ. 
See Gal. 2. 11 (blamed). all things. Cp. Peter's answer, John 21. 17. !ill confidence. See 2. 28. 
toward. Ap. 104.. xv. s. lillil ask. Ap. 184. I. 4.. of. Ap. 104.. xii. 1, but the texts read apo (Ap. 
104. iv). keep. See Matt. 19. 17. pleasing. Gr. areatos. See Acts 6. 2 (reason). 

1874. 
The Companion Bible E. W. Bullingerhttp://worldeventsandthebible.com



p 

BCJ 

K 

J 

K 

Dq 

1' 

s 

t 

u 

v 

3. 23. I. JOHN. 4. 15. 

should o believe on the name of His 8 Son o Jesus 
Christ, and 10love one another, as He gave us 
commandment. 

24 And he that 22 keepeth His commandments 
11 dwelleth 6 in Him, and .Pe 6 in him. And 
I6hereby we 1know that He Babideth 6in us, 
o by the o Spirit which He o hath given us. 

4 ° Beloved, o believe o not every o spirit, but 
.. 0try the 0Spirits, 0Whether they are 00f 

0God: because many 0false prophets are gone 
out o into the o world. 

2 o Hereby o know ye the o Spirit of t God: 
every ospint that confesseth 0that o Jesus Christ 
0is come 0in °the flesh is lof 1 God: 

3 And every o spirit that confesseth t not 0 that 
2 jesus Christ is come in the flesh is o not 
toft God: and this is 0that spirit of0antichrist, 
whereof ye have heard that it o should come; 
and even now already is it �in the 1 world. 

4 We are 1 of 1 God, o little children, and have 
overcome them: because greater is He That is 
2 in you, than he that is 2 in the 1 world. 

5 ��eJ.! are t of the t world: o therefore o speak 
they J of the 1 world, and the 1 world heareth 
them. 

6 m3e are I of 1 God : he that 2 knoweth 1 God 
heareth us ; he that is 5 not t of 1 God heareth 
3 not us. o Hereby 2 know we the o spirit o of 
truth, and the o spirit , of error. 

7 1 Beloved, let us 0love one another : for 0love 
is 1of1God; and every one that 0loveth is 0born 
1 of t God, and 2 knoweth t God. 

8 He that 7loveth 1 not 2 knoweth 3 not 1 God; 
for t God is 7love. 

9 2 In this was o manifested the 7}ove of I God 
o toward us, because that 1 God o sent His o only 
begotten o Son into the t world, o that we might 

·olive o through Him. 

10 o Herein is 7love, 3 not that lt>e 7loved 1 God, 
but that �e 71oved us, and 0 sent His 9 Son to be 
the o propitiation o for our o sins. 

11 1 Beloved, o if 1 God so 7loved us, lt>e o ought 
also to 7love one another. 

12 °No man hath 0Seen 1 God at any time. 
o If we 7love .one another, 1 God o dwelleth 2 in 
us, and His ?love is "perfected 2 in us. 

13 2 Hereby 2 know we that we 12 dwell 2 in 
Him, and �e 2 in us, because He hath given us 
1 of His o Spirit. 

14 And �t>e have 12 seen and do 0testify that 
the o Father 9 sent the 9 Son to be the Saviour 
of the 1 world. 

15 Whosoever shall o confess that o Jesus is 
the n Son of t God, 1 God 12 dwelleth 2 in him, 
and he 2 in 1 God. 

23 b elieve. Ap. 150. I. l. ii. 
Jesus Christ. Ap. 98. XI. 
24 by. Ap. 101. vii. 
Spirit= spirit, i.e. the new nature, not the Giver 

Himself. Ap. 101. II. 5. 
hath given = gave. 

4. 1-6 (C, p. 1870). ANTICHRIST. (Alternation.) 

C 

I 
J I 1. Discrimination of spirits .. 

K I 2, 3. Test of spirits. 
J I �. u. Discrimination of professors . 

K I G. Test of professors. 
4. 1 B eloved. Ap. 1ll5. III. 
believe. Ap. 150. I. 1. ii. 
noi. Ap. 105. II. 
spirit. Ap. 101. II. 11. 
try= test, prove. By the Word of God. Gr. dokimCUiJ. 

See Rom. 1. 28 and 12. 2 . 
whether= if. Ap. 118. 2. a. 
of. Ap. 101. vii. 
God. Ap. 98. I. i. 1. 
false prophets. Gr. 2JBeudoprophetes. First occ. 

Matt. 7. t6. 
into. Ap. 104. vi. 
world. Ap. 129. 1. 
2 Hereby. See 3. 16, 
kno w. Ap. 132. I. ii. 
Spirit. Ap. 101. II. 3. 
spirit. Ap. 101., II. 11. 
Jesus Christ. Ap. 98. XI. 
is come=to have come. 
in. A p. l 04. viii. 
the. Omit. 
3 spirit. Ap. 101. II. 12. 

that. Omit. 

that Jesus . • • flesh. The texts read " Jesus". 
not. Ap. 10!i. I. that=the. 
antichrist=� the Antichrist. See 2. ts. 
should come= cometh. 
4 little children. Ap. 108. ii. 
5 therefore= on account of (Ap. 104., v. 2) this. 
speak. Ap. 121. 7. 
6 Hereby� From (A p. 104.. vii) this. 
spiri t. Ap. 101. II. 11. 
of .truth. Gen. of character, or relation. Ap. 17. 

1, or 5. 
truth. See 1. 6. 
spirit. Ap. 101. II. 12. 
of err or. Gen. of character, as above. 

4. '7-21 <D, p. 1870). LOVE. (lntroverlion.) 

D q l 7, 8. Call to love of the brethren. 
r 1 o. Proof of God's love to us. 

s !1o. God's love first. 
tIn, 12. Love perfected. 

u I 13, u. Hereby (en touto) • , • because. 
v I u. God's indwelling. 
v 16. Dwelling in God. 

u I !7. Herein (en touto) • • •  becii.Uie. 
t Its. Perfected in love. 

8 I 19. God's love first. 
r I 20. Proof of our love to God. 

IJ. 1 21. Command to love the brethren. 

"1 love. Ap. 135. I. 1. 
love. Ap. 135. II. 1. 
born= begotten. 
9 manifested. Ap. 106. I. v. 
toward=in. Ap. 104. viii. The sphere in which the 

manifestation takes place. ---------------------' 
sent=bath sent. Ap.174.1. See note on John l7 . s. 

only begotten. See John 1. H. Son. Ap. 108. iii. that= in order that. Gr. /tina. live. 
Cp. Ap. 170. 1. throu gh. Ap. 101. v. 1. 10 H ere in = In (Ap. 104. viii) this. propitia--
tion. Gr. hilasmos. Only here and 2. 2. Cp. Rom. 3. 26. for= concerning. Ap. 104. xiii. 1. sins. 
Ap. 128. I. ii. 1. 11 if. Ap. 118. 2. a. ought also=also ought. 12 No man=No one. Gr. 
oudeis. seen= beheld. Ap. 133. I. 12. If. Ap . 118. 1. b. dwelleth. Gr. menli. See p. 1611. 
perfected= made perfect. Ap. 125. 2. 13 Spirit. I. e. the gifts. Ap. 101. II. 4.. 14 testify= bear 
witness. Gr. m.tJ,rtureo. See p. 1611. Father. Ap. 98. III. 15 confess, &c. See Matt. 16. 16, 
Jesus. Ap. 98. X. 
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4. 16. I. JOHN. 5. 13. 

11 16 And \'oe have 2known and 0believed the 
7 love that 1 God bath 0 to us. 1 God is 7 love ; 
andbe that 12dwelleth 2in Tlove 12dwelleth 2in 
1 God, and 1 God 2 in him. 

u 17 10 Herein is o our ?love o made perfect, 9 that 
we may have 0boldness 2in the day of 0judg­
ment: because o as �e is, so are ltle 2 in this 
1world. 

t 18 There is o no fear z in 7 love ; but o perfect 
7 love casteth out fear: because fear bath o tor­
ment. He that feareth is -s not 17 made perfect 
2in 7love. 

16 believed=have believed. Ap. 150. I. 1. iii. 
to= i n. Ap. 10!l. viii. Cp. v. 9, 
17 our love= love with (Ap. 10(. xi. 1) us. 
made perfect. Ap. 125. 2. 
boldness. Gr. pa7'1'1tesia. See 2. 28. 

judgment. Ap. 177. 7. 
as �e is. See 2. s. 
18 n o = not, v. -s. perfect. Ap. 125. 1. 
torment=punishment.. Gr. kolasia. See Matt. 25. u. 
19 Him. 'fhe texts omit. 
20 a man=any one. Ap. 128. 3. 
seen. Ap. 133. I. 8. 
21 from. Ap. 10,1. iv. Cp. S. n, 23. John 13. Si; 

15. 12. 

8 19 lille Tlove o Him, because �e first Tloved us. 
A 

5. 1-21 CA, P· 1870). CHRIST. (Alternation.) 
L It-�. Belief in Christ. 

M I s-12. Witnesses to us that He hR.S come. r 

q 

AL 

L 

20 121f o a man say, "I 7 love 1 God," and 
hateth his brother, be is a liar: for be that 
7 loveth 1 not his brother whom be bath o seen, 
how can be 7 love 1 God Whom he hath -·s uot 
0seen? 

21 And this commandment have we 0from 
Him, 9 that be who 7 loveth 1 God 'love his 
brother also. 

5 o Whosoever o believeth that o Jesus is the 
o Christ is o born o of o God: and every one 

that o loveth Him That o begat o loveth him also 
that is o begotten o of Him. 

2 ° By this we o know that we 1love the o chil­
dren of 1 God, when we 1love 1 God, and o keep 

His commandments. 
3 For this is the o love of 1 God, o that we 0keep 

His commandments: and His commandments 
are o not o grievous. 
4 o For whatsoever is 1 born 1 of 1 God over­

cometh the 0 world: and this is the victory 
that overcometh the o world, even our o faith. 

5 Who is he that overcometh the •world, 0but 
he that 1 believeth that 1 Jesus is the 0 Son of 
1God? 

6 This is He That came oby owater and blood, 
even "Jesus Christ; 8not 2by 0Water only, but 
2 by o water and o blood. Ari.d it is the o S�irit 
That o beareth witness, because the 0 Spint is 
0truth. 

7 For there are three that o bear record o in 
heaven, the F ather, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost: and these three are one. 

8 And there are three that bear witness in 
earth, the sSpirit,and the6water,and the blood: 
and these three agree 0in one. 

9 o If we receive the o witness of omen, the 
o witness of 1 God is greater: for this is the 
0 witness of 1 God which He bath o testified o of 

His�Son. 
10 He that o believeth on th� � Son of 1 God 

hath the 9 witness 0 in himself: he that 0be­
lieveth o not 1 God bath made Him a o liar ; 
because be o believeth s not the 0 record that 
I God 0gave 9ofHis �Son. 
U And this is the 10 record, that 1 God o hath 

given to us 0 eternal 0 life, and this o life is 10 in 
His �Son. 

12 He that hath the a Son hath o life ; and he 
that hath 10 not the a Son of 1 God hath s not 
0life. 

L I 13-19. Belief in Christ . 
M I 20, 21. Witnesses in us that He has come. 

5. 1 Whosoever= Every one who. 
believeth. A.p. 150. I. 1. iii. 
Je sus. Ap. 98. X. 
born= begotten. 
of. Ap. 10!l. vii. 
loveth. Ap. 185. I. 1. 

Christ. Ap. 98. IX. 

God. .Ap. 98. I. i. 1. 

begat, begotten. Same word a.s " born", above. 
2 By=ln. Ap. 10!l. viii. 
know. Ap. 13�. I. ii. 
children. Ap. 108. i. 
keep. The texts read "do"· 
3 love. Ap. 135. II. 1. 
that. Gr. hina. Keepin g His command ments is a 

result of His love being shecl abroad in our hearts 
(Rom. 5. �). Cp. Ps. 119. 97 1 11D, 16�, &c. 

keep. See Matt. 19. 17 . 
not. Ap. 1 05 . I. 
grievous= burdensome. Gr. barus. See Acts 20. 29, 
4 For= Because. 
world. Ap. 129. 1. 
5 but=except. Gr. ei m�. 
Bon of God. Ap. 98. XV. 
6 by. Ap. 10!l. v. 1. 

faith. Ap. 160. II. 1. 

water. Referring to His baptism , when witneBB was 
gi ven to Him by the voice from heaven and the descent 
of the Spiri t. 

Jesus Christ. Ap. 98. XI. 
blood. Tho texts read "in (Gr. en) the blood". 
Spirit. Ap. 101. II. S. 
beareth witness. See 1. 2. 
truth. See 1. 6. 
7 bear record= bea r witness, 1\S in v. s. 
in hea.ven, &c. The text s read," the Spirit, and the 

water " , &c., omitting all the words from "in heaven" 
to "in earth" (v. s) inclusive. The word s are not found 
in any Gr. MS. before the sixteen th century. They were 
first seen i n the margin of some Latin copies. 'fhence 
they have crept into the text. 
8 in. Ap. lO!l. vi. 
9 If. Ap. 118. 2. a. 
witness. Gr. marturia. See p. 1511. 
men. Ap. 128 . 1. 
testified. Snme 1\S "bear wi tneBB ", v. 6, 
of,.concerning. Ap. 10(. xiii. 1. 
10 believeth on. Ap. 160. I. 1. v. (i). 
in. Ap. 10(. viii. 
believeth. Ap. 150. I. 1. ii. 
not. Ap. 105. II. liar. Cp. 1. 10. 
believeth= b elieveth on, as above. 
record. Same as " witness ", v. 9, 
gave. Lit. hath witnessed. 
11 hat.h given=gave. See Rom. 6. 23, 
eternal. Ap. 151. II. B. i. life. Ap. 170. 1. 
12 life=the life (v. 11). 
13 have I written=! wrote. 

13 Th · o I 
unto=to. 

ese things have written ounto you that believe, &c. This clause is omitted by all the 
o that believe on the name of the Son of texts and by the Syriac. 

18'16 
The Companion Bible E. W. Bullingerhttp://worldeventsandthebible.com



M 

5. 1 3. I. JOHN. 5. 2 1 . 1 
God ;  3 thaj; ye may 0 know that ye have 
u eternal 111ife, 0 and that ye may 10- believe 
on the name of the 6 Son of • God. 

14 And this is the o confidence that we have 
o in Him, that o if we o ask any thing o according 
to His o will, He heareth us : 

15 And o if we 13 know that He hear us what­
soever we H ask, we 13 know that we have the 
o petitions that we o desired o of Him. 

16 u If o any man o see his brother o sin a, o sin 
which is 10 not o unto death� he shall u ask, and 
He shall give him 11 life for them that 0Sin 10 not 
0 unto death. There is o a o sin o unto death : I 
do s not say s that he shall o pray o for o it. 

17 All o unrighteousness is 1 6  sin : and there is 
16 a 1s sin s not ts unto death. 

18 We 13 know that 1 whosoever is 1 born 1 of 
1 God o sinneth s not ; but o He that is 1 begotten 
1 of 1 God s keepeth o himself, and that o wicked 
one o toucheth him s not. 

19 An d we 13 know. that we are 1 of 1 God, and 
the whole 4 world lieth 10 in o wickedness. 

20 And we 13 know that the s Son of 1 God o is 
come, and hath given us an ° Understanding, 
s that we may 2 know Him That is o true, and 
we are 10 in Him That is o true, even 10 in His 
6 Son 6Jesus Christ. o This is the o true 1 God, 
and u eternal 11 life. 

21 ° Little children, 0 keep yourselves 0 from 
o idols. o Amen. 

know. Ap. 132. I. i .  
and . . .  may. The texts read " even unto you that " . 
14 confidence. See 2. 28, 
in = toward. Ap. 104. xv. S. 
if. A p. 118. 1. b. 
ask. Ap. 134. I. 4. 
according .to. Ap. 10J.. x. 2. 
will. Ap. 102. 2. 
1 15  if. Ap. 1 18. 1. a. 
petitions. Ap. Hl4. II. 5. Cp. Matt. 7. 7. John 

1 4. 1 :1 j 15. 7 .  
desired = have uosired. Same as " aslc " ,  v. H. 
of. Ap. 104. xii. 1 .  
16 any man = nny one. Ap. 123. 3 .  
see. Ap. 133. I. 1 .  
sin = sinning. Ap. 1 28. I. i. 
sin. Ap. 128. I. ii. 1 .  
unto. Ap. 1 0� .  xv. 3. 
pray. Ap. 134. I. 3. 
for = concern ing. Ap. 104. xiii. 1 .  

a.. Omit. 

·. ; = that. 'Ihe sin . unto death wRs one thnt might 
result in the brother being cut off. Cp 1 Cor. 1 1 .  a�, 
where many hnd sinned unto death-" many sleep " . 
See also Jas. 5. 1 4 ,  H, where there is the same recog­
nition of sickness being due to some special sins, as in 
1 Cor. 11 .  :�o ,  and of intercessory pr11yer as here. It is 
not a single act, but u continued hn.bit. 

17 unrighteousness. Ap. 128. VII. 1 .  Cp. S. •· 
18 sinneth not. I. e. does not practise, or continue 

in, sin. Cp. 3. r., u. Rom. 6. 1-12, Ap. 128. I. i. 
He th at, &c. This refers to the Lord. As the Jeho­

VI\h of the O.T. He w11s th e keeper of israel (Ps. 121. 
4, G, &c.). See also J olm 17. 12. 2 Thess; S. s. Rev. 
3. 10. 

---------------------' himself. Most texts read " him ". 
wicked one. Ap. 128. III. 1. Cp. 2. 131 14 ; S. 12 . toucbeth. Gr. haptomai. In John's writings only 
here and in John 20. 1 7 .  Thirty-one times in the three other Gospels, genemlly in connexion with the 
Lord's miracles. Elsewhere, 1 Cor. 7. 1 . 2 Cor. 6. 1 1. Col. 2. 2 1 .  1 9  wickedness = the wicked one, as 
v. 1s. He is the prince of this world (John 14. 30, &c.), and th e god of this age (2 Cor. 4. 4). 20 is come. 
Not the word used in 4. z, 3 ;  5. 6 (erchomai), but hi!lco, to be present. Cp. John 8. i2. Reb. 10. T, 91 aT. In the 
last ref. the two verbs are seen : " shall come " (e1·clwmai) ; " will come " (hekfi). understanding. Gr. 
dianoia. Trans!. nine times " mind ", once " imagination " (Luke 1. 61), and " understanding " here, Eph . 
1. 18 ; 4. 18. true. Ap. 175. 2. This refers to the F�tther. Cp. 2. 61 24 ; S. 24 ; 4. 12-16. This, &c. 
Also Teferring to the Father, the source of life (.John 5. 26), which life was manifested in His Son (1. 2)1 
and is given to us through, and in , Him (vv. n, 1 2  above, and Rom. 6. 23), 21 Little children. Ap. 
108. ii. keep = guard, as Jude u. from. �P· 104. iv. idols. As in 1 Cor. 8. •· An idol 
may not be a material one, but may consist in whatever a man looks to for help, apart from the Living God. 
See Eph. 5. 6, Col. S. 6, Amen. The texts omit. 

THE SECOND EPISTLE OF JOHN. 
THE S1'RUCTURE OF THE EPISTLE AS A WHOLE. 

(Introversion.) 

A 1 1-s. ELECT LADY AND CHILDREN : BENEDICTION. 

B I t-s. CHILDREN WALKING ACCORDING TO THE FATHER'S COMMANDMENT. 

C 1 7-8. WARNING AGAINST DECEIVERS . 

B l 9 -11 . TRANRGRESSORS REJECTING CHRIST'S TEACHING. 

A I 12, 1 3, JOY FULFILLED : CHILDREN OF ELECT SISTER. SALUTATION. 
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